
 
   CALL FOR PAPERS 

The IGMO - International Geostrategic Maritime Observatory* has 
the pleasure to announce that it is preparing No. 7 (Fall-Winter2016) 
of its academic journal, the Geostrategic Maritime Review.  Every 
issue of the Geostrategic Maritime Review is focused on one 
particular area of research. Our last issue, No. 5 (Fall-Winter 
2015) was entirely about the Caspian Sea while No. 6, to be released 
in the spring of 2016, will study migratory movements. 

  
We are now preparing our future No. 7: The Arctic Ocean:  geostrategy and geopolitics 
  
Focus on maritime, economic, political, legal, energetic and environmental aspects of 
SECURITY in the ARCTIC. 
  

Our peer-reviewed periodical is inviting scholars from all academic disciplines with general or 
specific knowledge in all the fields related to research on the Arctic Ocean and the circumpolar 
regions to submit manuscripts or proposals (queries) for scholarly articles presenting unpublished 
primary research or original comment on Arctic affairs. We welcome original papers, review 
papers, conceptual framework, analytical and simulation models, case studies, empirical research, 
technical notes, and book reviews on all subjects related to the Arctic. 
  
Rather than to compete with well-established publications such as the Polar Record, Polar 
Science, Arctic, or The Arctic Is website, our aim is to provide a general assessment of the 
progress made in all fields of research analyzing the Arctic.  Ideally, this issue No. 7 would serve 
decision makers, journalists or scholars with expertise in other fields as well as graduate or 
undergraduate students in Arctic studies searching for a scholarly handbook.  
  
Authors of articles or of queries should send a Word file, with all tables and figures included, as an 
e-mail attachment to the editor okobtzeff@aup.edu. Please check the file carefully to ensure that 
no symbols, equations, or special characters have defaulted. Thank you for consulting the 
GMR’s guidelines for authors available on line. Deadline for submission of queries and abstracts: 
June 20. Deadline for submitting final versions of accepted reviewed articles: October 10. 
  
Please do not send introductory articles summarizing the geopolitical situation in the entire 
circumpolar region nor discussing the basic problèmatiques since such texts have already been 
written and are scheduled for publication in the first pages. (If you do wish to share some very 
original ideas on these basic problèmatiques, please send a query).  

However, the editors and reviewers welcome general introductory articles assessing the present 
geopolitical situation of particular geopolitical units with Arctic coastlines or located in the “Near 
Arctic” -  Greenland, Iceland, Nordland, Troms, Svalbard, Swedish Norrland, Finnish Lapland 
(Lappi), the regions and republics of far northern European Russia ( the Kola Peninsula, Carelia, 
etc.), the regions and republics of northern Siberia (the Sakha Republic, Chukotka, etc.), Alaska, 
the Yukon, the Northwestern Territories or Nunavut -  or geographic maritime zones such as the 
Bering Sea, the Barents Sea, the Hudson Bay, etc., or coastal cities (Qanaaq/Thule, Murmansk, 
Bodø, Tromsø, etc.) 
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The editors are especially seeking materials investigating the following issues :  

Environmental concerns 
Environment and security 
The state of current research and debates over  the effects of climate change -- environmental, 
economic and political Policies Issues 
Political groups, lobbies 
Case studies 

The improvement and development of infrastructures and transportation)  
New technologies for shipbuilding, use of icebreakers, etc. 
Shipping lanes, construction of port facilities, aviation, airports, railways... 
The overcoming of extreme weather and maritime conditions (navigation techniques, search and 
rescue strategies…) 
New markets, business strategies 
Geopolitical implications of all the above 

Security alliances  
Alliances, common interests and disputes between actors in the Arctic 
Military strategies 
Risks of military confrontation  
International cooperation 
The Arctic Council 
Issues linked to UNCLOS 
Bilateral or circumpolar boundary issues 
We are particularly interested in a complete yet simple presentation of all the  conflicting legal 
concepts defining international boundaries separating the waters  between the North Pole and the 
international boundaries on land (“pie theory” vs. UNCLOS; comparison with related issues in  
Antarctica…) 

Regional governance 

Ideally, we are looking for comprehensive reviews of the issues and actors (political parties, groups 
of influence, lobbies, oligarchs, local press) and interests defining politics in specific regions in the 
Arctic. Comparative studies of  two or several, eventually all regions are welcome. 

The Economy 

Of course there is much to say about oil, gas, mining activities and the exploitation of other natural 
resources (timber, fisheries, etc.). However, we would like to hear more about other activities less 
mentioned by the media or even specialized publications: 

Agriculture 
Manufacturing 
Services in the public but also in the private sector (tourism of course, but also small businesses)  

Quality of life, habitability of the region 

Difficulties due to the extreme environment: challenges that still remain  
“The Friendly Arctic”- recent adaptations to extreme conditions (infrastructures, in clothing, local 
short distance transportation, architecture, etc.)  
Institutions allowing improvement of daily living conditions such as schools, universities, theaters 
and opera houses, indigenous cultural centers museums etc. 
Cultural life, cultural policies 
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Sociological and anthropological issues and demographics 

Identity  
Importance of indigenous peoples in the development of the Arctic  
Examples of expertise of indigenous that has or could have an impact on the study of the 
environment: meteorology, glaciology, oceanography, zoology, botany, polar medicine, physical 
geography — spatial representations, what geographer Yves Lacoste calls the "savoir-penser-
l'espace" of indigenous populations (their ability to construct concepts in spatial representation). 
The militarization of indigenous communities  

The "Near Arctic" 
  
How all of the issues mentioned above involve the economic and political of regions further to the 
South such as Hokaido island, British Columbia, Washington state, Iceland or cities like Helsinki, 
Oslo, Anchorage or Vladivostok. 
  
Special feature: “City by the Sea” 
  
It has now become a tradition of the Geostrategic Maritime Review to feature in every issue a 
special non-academic, literary section. 
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