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IGMO and TEAS are pleased to announce 

their joint event to launch the publication of the fifth issue of 

the Geostrategic Maritime Review (GMR)

Paris, 21 October 2015
at the l’Hôtel de l’Industrie

in partnership with SEIN 
(Société d’Encouragement pour l’Industrie Nationale)

THEME: 

The Caspian Sea – geopolitical and geoeconomic stakes for the wider region

This year marks the 70th anniversary of ending the Second World War and the hosting of the 
COP21 in Paris. These commemorations serve to remind us of the relative peace and prosperity 
we have enjoyed in the European/Eurasian continent over the past seven decades. However, this 
may not continue if we fail to act sustainably, broaden our energy mix and reduce our dependency 
on fossil fuels. 

Focusing on the economic opportunities offered by the Caspian area, the focus in the fifth issue of 
the Geostrategic Maritime Review (GMR) will be on energy security and supply for the region, 
which will directly affect other geoeconomic factors, such as employment, innovation, food and 
human security, pollution and the environment in general. This will directly impact Europe, the 
wider Middle East and beyond. Natural resources, which are and will become scarcer, will serve to 
provoke conflict. This has the potential to threaten the neighbourhood, setting in motion the 
movement of peoples, and straining bilateral and multilateral relationships among and between 
countries.

It is necessary to take into account the path of prosperity that the giants in the neighbourhood have 
followed, together with the delicate balance needed to maintain win–win partnerships with 
countries on the Silk Road, both land-based and maritime. These nations include Iran, India and 
China, and also the European Union, which is increasing its collaboration with this region within the 
framework of the Eastern Partnership.  

�  1



The two previous issues of GMR focused on the Black Sea (Fall 2014), and the Mediterranean 
Sea (Spring 2015), It is now timely that GMR concentrates on the Caspian Sea and its importance 
for the wider region. The debate will include representatives from the key countries in the region, 
and that is why Gulmira Rzayeva, Azerbaijani member of the International Geostrategic Maritime 
Observatory (IGMO) Energy Bureau will be the Senior Editor for this issue.

The following subjects will be analysed: 

Legalities by Oktay Tanrisever (Turkey); security issues by Kamal Makili-Aliyev (Azerbaijan); 
regional co-operation by Chris Kook and Mahmood Khagani (Iran); bilateral/multilateral relations by 
Mookhit Assanbayev (Kazahstan); Russian geopolitical and political perspectives by Stas Pritchin 
(Russia); energy issues by Alexey Khaytun (Russia); Ukrainian Geopolitics and the Southern Gas 
Corridor by Slavtcho Neykov (Bulgaria) and a final article on energy issues by Gulmira Rzayeva, 
(Azerbaijan). 

Both IGMO and TEAS would like to underline the importance of the European dimension in this 
debate, and invite you to participate in examining the complex issues involved in diversifying and 
securing energy sources to ensure continued peace and security in the EU neighbourhood.

The conference programme will be finalised in September. 

For more information and for registration, please send an email to paris@teas.eu or 
communications.assistant@obgms.org by 10 October 2015 

About IGMO (International Geostrategic Maritime Observatory): 
Founded in 2011 in Paris, IGMO (formerly OBMGS) is a Paris-based think-tank conducting research on strategic issues 
and organising seminars on all aspects of human activity in the maritime space regarding their geostrategic, legal, 
economic, environmental and security dimensions. The Observatory has developed from a limited geographic focus on 
the Black and Mediterranean Sea regions towards broadening its expertise into five forward-leaning bureaux: the Arctic, 
Europe Blue & Green, Energy, Maritime and South Pacific. The Geostrategic Maritime Review (GMR), its bi-annual 
flagship publication, is the dissemination vehicle for prospective research projects undertaken by the IGMO. Following 
the issue on the Caspian Sea, forthcoming issues in 2016 will focus the Arctic and the South Pacific. Website: 
www.obgms.org.

About TEAS (The European Azerbaijan Society Foundation): 
Founded in 2008 in London, The European Azerbaijan Society Foundation (TEAS) is a pan-European organisation 
dedicated to raising awareness of Azerbaijan in European countries, and developing co-operation with these nations in 
the fields of culture, economy and politics. TEAS is present today in France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, 
and Turkey, along with a representative office in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan. TEAS acts as a platform for business 
collaboration by focusing on opportunities in Azerbaijan and liaising with local stakeholders. TEAS also brings to Europe 
the vivid and rich culture of Azerbaijan by organising diverse cultural events. Website: www.teas.eu 

About SEIN (Société d’Encouragement pour l’Industrie Nationale) :
The SEIN is an association founded in 1801 by the three consuls – Bonaparte, Cambaceres and Lebrun. Having been 
state-approved in 1824, it aims to boost the industrial development of France, promote technological innovation and 
enhance entrepreneurship. The SEIN made a direct contribution towards the economic development of France in the 
19th century in fields ranging from first railway networks to the creation of the first generation and energy distribution 
infrastructure. For over two centuries, the SEIN has been supporting major industrial, economic and social changes by 
encouraging those involved in developing tomorrow's industry; transmitting innovations and technical information; 
promoting the benefits of French manufacture; and preserving the memory of industrial heritage. Website: 
www.industrienationale.fr 
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