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From the Editor’s Desk

Richard Langlais1

The Geostrategic Maritime Review—the GMR—is a creative collaboration by a 
growing group of individuals and organizations. This collective effort is gathering 
around  a  vision  of  providing  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  important  work  of  its 
readership. It is therefore experimental and evolutionary; those who are involved 
are excited by the possibilities offered by its publication, and we invite you to join 
us in this exploration.

This is the second issue of the GMR, which by definition means that it can no 
longer  be  a  “one-off”  event.  With  this  number,  we’re  taking  yet  another  step 
towards  establishing  the  GMR as  a  reliable  source  of  new insight,  penetrating 
analysis  and  wide-ranging  synthesis.  Thinking  “geostrategically”  benefits  from 
each of those perspectives; we need them, you need them; our goal is to develop 
those  perspectives  in  dialogue  with  you  and  your  interests.  We welcome your 
reflections!

In this issue, a unique gathering of exceptional individuals have contributed some 
of their own riches for your enrichment. The reflections they share are perceptive 
and even provocative; we are certain that not everyone will be satisfied with what 
they read, for each article represents an angle, an edge, a particular nexus of ideas 
and sources. We eagerly anticipate your reaction.

The area of concern that we represent is multi-faceted and complex; it is comprised 
of the gamut of voices that, taken together, create our interactions at all levels in 
our  societal  relations,  and  around  the  world.  In  recognizing  this,  and  even 
celebrating it, we envision the GMR as an on-going experiment in communication. 
This is reflected in the multi-lingual character of this issue, where, as a newly-
emerging  voice,  we  have  acted  on  the  side  of  inclusiveness,  rather  than  its 
opposite. The opportunity presented by authors who have written for us in several 
languages is given precedence to a mono-lingual approach. While an ambition for 
the GMR is to be identified as an “anglo-saxon” vessel in a “francophone” sea, our 
crew on this particular voyage write in several languages, with the advantage that 
their  talents  secure  our  valuable  cargo.  The  use  of  short  English  summaries 
provides a mutual ground for coordinating our efforts. We reflect the world we sail 
through.

As one of the activities of the OBGMS—the Observatory of the Black, Gulf and 
Mediterranean Seas—the GMR is a concrete manifestation of the Observatory’s 
ambitions.  With  the  GMR, the  Observatory is  a  hub through which  dialogues, 
debates and discourses from those regions of the world represented in its name, 
those vast areas around each of those immense seas, engage with each other and, 

1 Richard Langlais works at FOI, the Swedish Defence Research Agency, as a scientist in the study of the social dimensions of climate 
change, including geopolitics, adaptigation, gender and other integrative approaches. The opinions in this article are solely those of the 
author and not those of FOI. 

Géostrategic Maritime Review 4            N° 2, Spring/Summer 2014



indeed, the rest of the world. As we prepared this issue, for example, events in the 
Ukraine  escalated,  and  it  was  tempting  to  make  that  our  focus.  We  decided, 
however, that such a choice would only mirror what we see as one of the flaws in 
global media, today, that the fabulous parallelism of issues that constitute the world 
at any given time can too quickly be forgotten in the press of new flashpoints, of 
instant topicality. We feel that the turn in contemporary affairs that crystallized in 
Crimea is indeed a significant turning point, but we will carry that concern with us 
simultaneously  with  as  many other  topics  as  we can,  to  keep  the  diversity  of 
international relations at the forefront. One of the challenges of our time is to see it 
all, all at once.

While  everything  is  connected,  to  be  sure,  those  connectivities  are  constituted 
through the acts and voices of individuals, whom are, by nature, specific, diverse 
and endlessly enriching. In bringing as many of those engaged individuals, with 
their particular insight and experience, together in the pages of the GMR, we are 
creating another meeting place where mutual understanding can be fostered. Do 
join us with your voice! Our writers are our riches. Our readers are our advantage.
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 Arctic Geopolitics: New Drivers and Old Dreams

Richard Langlais2

In recent years there has been a surge in interest  in the Arctic. Is there anything 
new  in  this?  Are  those  who  see  in  this  prominence  a  heightened  worldwide 
awareness of the Arctic’s role in geopolitics justified in that view? In considering 
how we should understand the Arctic today, it is useful to question whether there 
really are new reasons for any increased interest,  and what the drivers of such 
change  might  be.  In  pursuing  that  enquiry,  it  is  illuminating  to  begin  with  an 
assertive quotation:

We are entering the Age of the Arctic in geopolitical terms. Europe is no longer the 
principal  focal  point  of  global  power  and  international  relations.  Powerful 
members  of  the  international  community  now  pursue  their  interest  in  arenas 
previously regarded as peripheries. The Arctic is one such arena. This is not to 
suggest that ‘who rules the Arctic, rules the world,” for geopolitical paradigms are 
also shifting. It would be more accurate to say that ‘Who would bring peace and 
stability to a world of conflict must know and understand the Arctic.’3

That description, while arguable, is nevertheless a straightforward one to defend, 
since in it we recognize a number of features that seem applicable here. It is in its 
next sentences that a hint of its origin and context is revealed:

The superpowers are immediate neighbors in the Arctic,  and the region is a theater of  
increasing military activity. Yet, the Arctic may hold the key to stabilizing the nuclear arms 
race and drastically reducing nuclear weapons.4

As we realize, from our vantage point near the middle of the second decade of the 
21st Century, the quotations above are from another era, 1989, to be exact, and the 
dilemmas  of  our  contemporary  geopolitics,  while  not  entirely  unrelated  to  the 
second part of the quote, have shifted dramatically, and drastically, even if much is, 
at least superficially, almost the same.5 We are no longer in the stasis of the Cold 
War,  for instance,  but recent events in eastern Europe are eerily reminiscent of 
several of that other war’s darkest moments. The authors of the work, The Age of  
the Arctic:  Hot Conflicts  and Cold Realities, from which the above quotes  are 
taken, are Gail Osherenko and Oran Young, each with strong reputations in their 
respective fields,  and partners  in  a  collaboration marked by innovation,  careful 
scholarship  and broad perspectives.  Their  work  is  of  such importance  for  how 
Arctic Studies, and especially studies of Arctic geopolitics, have been framed, that 
it is worthy of reflection at some length. The next section discusses how that work 
provides an essential foundation for understanding geopolitics as they relate to

2
 Richard Langlais works at FOI, the Swedish Defence Research Agency, as a scientist in the study of the social dimensions of climate 

change, including geopolitics,  “adaptigation”, gender and other integrative approaches.  The opinions expressed in this article are 
solely those of the author and not those of FOI. 
3  Osherenko, Gail & Oran R. Young. 1989. The Age of the Arctic: Hot Conflicts and Cold Realities. Studies in Polar Research. 

Cambridge University Press. 4.
4  Osherenko & Young. The Age of the Arctic. 4.
5  This has been called “The New Arctic”; Niklas Granholm, at FOI, the Swedish Defence Research Agency, uses this term to 

describe the contemporary northwest and north Atlantic region.
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La France Face au Défi des «     Puissances Maritimes Émergentes     » au 21  e   Siècle  

Vice-Admiral Gérard Valin,6 and Captain Hugues Eudeline,7 

LC Jean Guellec8 
The present article summarizes the main findings of a year-long strategic study  
conducted by the consulting firm AESMA for the French Naval Staff (Etat Major  
de la Marine).

6  Vice-Admiral Gérard Valin is the former commander of the French forces in the Indian Ocean (ALINDIEN).
7  Captain Hugues Eudeline holds a PhD, and is former Naval Staff – Submarine Command who specialized in strategic maritime 

issues.
8  LC Jean Guellec is President of the Tethys maritime think-tank and member of the French Navy Reserve.
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Abstract
Through to the formation of the European Union, and for the first time in its history, 
France is no longer threatened by potential enemies at its land borders. Separated 
from it opponents by sea, France finds itself in a similar position to that experienced 
by the United Kingdom and the United States of America, two major modern 
maritime powers.

Simultaneously, globalization is leading to an increasing maritimization of the 
economy in terms of both trade flows and resources. As France withholds a maritime 
presence in every ocean and keeps sovereign rights over the second biggest global 
maritime domain across three major oceans, the country potentially benefits from 
substantial growth assets as well as considerable resources. All it needs is an 
ambitious integrated maritime strategy conveying long-term objectives.

New maritime powers, however, are emerging. In the next twenty years, 
prospectively speaking, eight countries are expected to meet the criteria of 
“emerging maritime powers”. China, India, and Brazil seem obvious. South 
Korea nonetheless could be considered already emerged and on the same level as 
Western powers or Japan, with a potential for significant growth in terms of 
maritime power. Russia, meanwhile, is a special case of re-emergence. 
Finally, Indonesia, Turkey, and Malaysia are among the outsiders, namely those who 
have considerable assets but who have not yet realized their full potential. A 
mapping of the trajectory of emerging maritime powers will be established.

Hence the definition of an “emerging maritime power” as a country for which the 
emergence or the evolution of its power projection substantially relies on the 
development of its maritime dimension. Even though the aforementioned countries 
are all at different stages of development and maturity – as they do not share equal 
ambitions – they have reached the conclusion that the future of the world will be 
played at sea. These emerging maritime powers have the capacity to reach a level of 
development allowing them to play an active role in the coming maritime world and 
orientate their economic, financial, political, legal, educational, and military 
strengths towards this goal. The article presents an innovative analytical grid of the 
criteria defining maritime emergence.



Insurrection et Contre-Insurrection en Syrie

Fabrice Balanche9

Abstract

Depuis mars 2011 le régime syrien est confronté à une révolte qui s’est rapidement 
muée en insurrection armée et qui peut être qualifié de guerre civile10. Nous ne 
reviendrons pas sur les causes économiques, territoriales, sociales de cette révolte, 
que nous avons décrites dans deux longs articles11. La transformation de la révolte 
en guerre civile était inévitable en raison de la nature communautaire du régime et 
de l’organisation de la société syrienne12.

Après trois ans de contestations et de combats, le régime de Bachar el Assad ne 
s’est pas écroulé. Les manifestations pacifiques qui rassemblaient des dizaines de 
milliers de personnes ont disparu, aucune grève générale n’a vraiment fonctionné. 
La militarisation de l’opposition n’est pas parvenue à contraindre le régime ni à des 
négociations ni à des défections majeures en son sein. Le soutien international a

9  Fabrice Balanche is a lecturer at the University of Lyon 2 and is the Director of GREMMO. 
10  Balanche Fabrice: « Itinéraire de la transformation d’une révolte en guerre civile », Diplomatie, n°58, Septembre 2012
11  Balanche Fabrice : « La Géographie de la révolte syrienne », Outre Terre, n°27, Septembre 2011 et « Le retournement de l’espace 

syrien », Moyen-Orient, Paris, octobre 2011.
12  Balanche Fabrice : La région alaouite et le pouvoir syrien, Paris, Karthala, 2006, 310 p.
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Abstract
Bashar al-Assad is clearly on the path to victory way the resumption of Qosseyr, in 
June 2013. From the spring of 2013, the Syrian army, helped by Hezbollah, has been 
re-taking territories: the southern suburbs of Damascus, the Qalamoun and, recently, 
the center of Homs. The Syrian regime is not only massively supported by Iran and 
Russia, which is not the case of the insurrection, but he also applies a highly effective 
strategy of counterinsurgency. The rise of Islamists against him provided the ideology
—the fight against Islamist terrorists supported from abroad—that  Bashar al-Assad 
needed. With his firmness, Bashar al-Assad wants to reassure his supporters and win 
over the silent majority. The latter no longer seeks the return of peace, but falls in 
behind that which ensures its security and is likely to win.

Some quick and symbolic victories, such as the resumption of Bab Amer in March 
2012, provide arguments for use by government propaganda, which tries to explain to 
the population that the rebels are responsible for the death and destruction. The al-
Assad regime is supported by a new civil and military elite, who have been promoted 
as a result of the course of events, through the elimination of incompetents officers. 
The regime also benefits from strong Iranian logistical support in counterinsurgency. 
The military regime's strategy is clear: first concentrate the army on the usable part of 
Syria and on border control, to then resume the reclaiming of disputed territories, 
once the population supports the cause of the regime. The chaos in areas held by the 
insurgency, with the attendant lack of civil administration, which is partially due to 
the regime’s air raids, promotes the attractiveness of the government area, where the 
greatest majority of the 7 million internally displaced people are residing, and in turn 
promotes the counterinsurgency.



Regions, Regionalism, and Security in the Danube Region

Ioan Crăciun13

The dynamism and complexity of the contemporary international balance of power 
is very much influenced by multidimensional interactions on a regional scale. More 
and more political, economic, social, and military processes are expressed in terms 
of  regionalism,  and  regional  cooperation  has  started  to  be  an  important 
characteristic of the post Cold War era.

The post Cold War environment and the new waves of globalization have proved to 
be  the  main  drivers  of  the  so  called  “new regionalism,”  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment of a number of regional cooperation frameworks, such as the North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA)  and  the  Asia–Pacific  Economic 
Cooperation  (APEC)  process.  This  “new  regionalism”  also  included  efforts  to 
rejuvenate and strengthen existing regional institutions with the creation of several 
sub-regional institutions in Europe and Africa14. 

Through analysis of the key regional geopolitical developments, it is obvious that 
regional  processes  depend  on  all  of the  regional  countries  interests,  who  use 
different means to position themselves strategically in the region while the major 
actors in the international scene try to expand their influence and ensure, at least, 
their economic presence in different regions of the world. Economic development, 
good governance,  cooperation and security are  in  the  leading position  of  these 
wider  regional  processes.  Historically,  these  processes  have  formed  distinct 
discourses, but during the recent years they have been inextricably linked in both 
discourse and policy. The best example here is given by development and security 
problems that have created the so-called development—security nexus, that reflects 
an increased relevance of today’s world politics.

More recently, the concerns of the development – security nexus discourse have 
been focused on globalization and its possible future shape: global development. 

13 Ioan Cr ciun is a professor at the National Defense University “Carol I”ă
14

 SIPRI Yearbook 2006: Armaments, Disarmament and International Security, Ch 4 Regional security cooperation in the early 21st 
century
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Abstract 
Both ‘region’ and ‘security’ are widely used but are vague and contested terms. The 
term region has become associated with different continents of the world,  areas 
surrounding seas, and is sometimes used to refer to sub-regions, or geographically 
distinct sub-areas of continents. But geography alone does not define regions in 
world politics. Regions are political constructs shaped by local countries’ concepts 
of  both  identity  and  connections.  Sometimes,  regions  are  created  as  part  of  a 
conscious policy program such as the Danube region that was created in the context 
of European ‘regionalism’ policy. This article  addresses the Danube region as a 
political  and  imagined  construct  and  analyses  the  interplay  of  motives  that 
determine the security of this region.



The Rise of Violent Non-State Actors:

The Case of Somali Piracy

Kelsey Williams15

15 Kelsey Williams holds BA's in art (photography) and environmental studies from the University of California, Santa Cruz. She is 
currently enrolled in the Masters Program in Human Ecology: Culture, Power, and Sustainability at Lund University in Sweden. 
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Abstract
In 2005, there was a noted upsurge of piracy, or armed robbery at sea, emanating 
from the Somali coast. Prior to this phenomenon, several factors fused together 
and contributed to a tumultuous and dangerous environment where frustration rose 
and legitimate opportunities for stable livelihoods became scarce. These factors 
proved  powerful  and  transformative,  occurring  in  a  region  with  a  weak  to 
nonexistent  central  government  and  a  history  of  violence  and  bloodshed.  This 
combination of factors layered obstacle over obstacle and made their impact that 
much more significant. 

In  this  paper,  I  employ  a  human  ecology  approach  to  better  understand  the 
phenomenon of Somali piracy. I intend to identify the initial motives of the pirates 
and  understand  what  factors  and  actors  contributed  to  this  phenomenon. 
Furthermore, I seek to understand the nature of influence that these factors and 
actors  have  had.  In  order  to  analyze  and  assess  how these  factors  and  actors 
contributed to the emergence of the violent non-state actors (VNSAs) that have 
come to be known as “Somali pirates,” I implement the framework set forth in an 
important  contribution  to  understanding  the  formation  of  VNSAs,  Warlords 
Rising: Confronting Violent Non-State Actors (Thomas, Kiser and Casebeer 2005). 
Using it as a theoretical guide, I pair the text with events and actors in the context 
of Somalia.  To borrow terminology from  Warlords Rising,  Somali pirates are a 
unique species of VNSA (2005), one that I seek to better understand. 

While the main aim of the text, as stated above, is to analyze the genesis of this 
VNSA and to identify the factors that aided in its construction, some significant 
relationships and actors  involved in  the  progression of  Somali  piracy after  the 
upsurge are also highlighted. I also examine the methods that various governments 
have employed in their attempt to thwart piracy in the region. This assessment of 
the strategic effectiveness of counter-VNSA (C-VNSA) approaches in the short- 
and long-term considers what can be learned about VNSAs and C-VNSA strategy 
in general—especially in situations of political instability, socioeconomic despair, 
and environmental and social injustice.



A CITY ON THE SEA: Marseille, France

The Regeneration of the Marseille Waterfront: Iconic Buildings and 
Mediterranean Sea

Maria Elena Buslacchi16

Nei processi di rigenerazione urbana la cultura è crescentemente utilizzata come 
strumento di politiche neo-liberali, per cui le città sono oggetti con un valore di 
mercato che può essere incrementato dalla presenza di un museo o di un festival. 
Molte città hanno cambiato volto proprio attraverso un rinnovamento che parte in 
maniera puntuale da un singolo edificio o manifestazione (Smyth 1994) e che da 
questi  si  irradia,  più  marcatamente,  nell'area  circostante,  con  rivalorizzazione 
dell'immobiliare e processi di gentrification, e più generalmente, a livello

16 Maria Elena Buslacchi is a PhD student in Anthropology at Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Centre Norbert Elias de 
Marseille, France and Università degli Studi di Genova, Italy. Maria Elena is a research associate at OBGMS.   
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Abstract
2013 was a strategic year for Marseille, as it was named the European Capital of 
Culture. In reality, this nomination was an attempt to “drive the city in Europe” and 
stressed the Mediterranean character of Marseille, focusing on the city’s history and 
mythical origins. A renovation process, which came with a massive architectural 
operation, targeted mainly the Northern waterfront and part of the problematic so-
called “Quartiers Nord”. This process did not receive unanimous approval because 
of  its  typically  Western  normative  character  applied  to  a  territory  that  is 
characterized by a more complex makeup, given the myriad of the private/public, 
social/cultural,  and open/closed relationships.  These Western norms did not  take 
into consideration the Mediterranean peculiarity and actually betray the continuous 
exchanges with Marseille’s other shores. In fact, the European Capital of Culture 
mechanism did  not  seriously  consider  these  conflicting  multilateral  dimensions, 
even while declaring itself a promoter of the Mediterranean identity.  Marseille, at 
the  cross  roads  between  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  is  the  object  of 
conflicting narratives as we have seen in the media and in public space since 2013. 

This article deals with the urban regeneration of waterfronts. In order to understand 
this regeneration, we must have a dual focus on the growing use of art and culture 
as a tool, both in a permanent museum setting and in travelling festivals, which 
underline the multi-perspective character of the territory. In this  context,  a view 
“from  the  sea”  becomes  fundamental  on  how  to  reconstruct  the  physical  and 
symbolic identity of port cities. We begin with an examination of present strategies 
used in regeneration coastal areas. Then we will  look at two case studies in the 
regeneration process,  which are the “Vieux Port”  and the “Esplanade -  Fort  St-
Jean”. An ethnographic methodology has been used to demonstrate project steps 
which have materialized in the regeneration process in other cities. 



THE INTERVIEW

with

Dr. John Bruni17

Maritime Security in South East Asia: An Australian Perspective

Callie  Jacobs: What is  the role  of  the US in maritime security  in the gulf 
region  and  how  does  the  US  pivot  create  a  security  vacuum  in  the 
Mediterranean or the Gulf? What are the effects of US intervention?

John  Bruni:  It’s  actually  quite  a  big  question.  The  whole  pivot  seems  to  be 
oriented  towards  keeping  about  60%  of  American  navy  primary  assets  in  the 
Pacific Ocean to face off against China, leaving 40% to look to the Atlantic, which 
includes  the  Mediterranean.  Although  with  the  Mediterranean  it’s  interesting 
because there’s an ongoing Syrian civil war, with the US wanting to keep an eye on 
things there along with Russian movements in and out of that area in the East and 
the Mediterranean. If the United States can’t deploy force wherever they choose, 
other countries will see America as hobbled. 

Americans are very worried about China. The interesting thing about China is that 
it is a new international player. If you go far back enough in history there were 
times China was very powerful on mainland Asia.  But there was only one time 
that China had a great fleet. Zheng He’s Treasure Fleet (1405-33) was the only 
time China started to make inroads as a maritime imperial power. But, during this 
time, the Chinese had to worry about Mongol hordes coming in over their Western 
frontier so they couldn’t afford to keep an expensive fleet at sea while at the same 
time building an expensive defensive fortification like the Great Wall. The imperial 
court chose the Great Wall and China’s brief foray into maritime expansion was 
brought to an abrupt halt. Contemporary China is now using its massive wealth to 
build  up  a  modern  naval  fleet.  However,  the  United  States  shouldn’t  get  too 
spooked over this. It will take decades for the Chinese to build an effective fleet 
that  is  not  only  technologically  sophisticated,  qualitatively  matching  ships  in 
Western navies, and China has to also build a professional naval culture to operate 
these vessels. 

Essentially, the Americans have a huge qualitative advantage over the Chinese that, 
funnily enough, they don’t feel confident about.  China wants to have ‘anti-access’ 
zones  of  superiority  where  they  can  launch  ballistic  or  cruise  missiles  against 
American ships. Growing out of sophisticated variant of coastal defense, this is just 
theory and we don’t know if the Chinese have the resources to actually conduct 
this sort of asymmetric strategy in the Pacific.  The Americans on the other hand, 
are looking for a justification for using their major naval assets against the rising 
power  of  China,  as  a  way of  containing  the  threat  they  perceive  from China. 
Finance is really the only thing China has over the US at least for now. Unlike the 
Chinese, the American economy has still a great deal of innovation left

17  John Bruni is the director of Sage International and Vice President of the Royal United Services Institute of South Australia. 
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Nouvelle Architecture Régionale de Paix et de Sécurité Collective  18  

Ellen Wasylina19

La Déclaration  du  Caire  en  1993  a  créé  un  mécanisme pour  la  prévention,  la 
gestion  et  le  règlement  des  conflits  par  l'Organisation  de  l'Unité  Africaine,  le 
Conseil de la Paix et de la Sécurité  (CPS), ce mécanisme a donné un contenu 
concret à la culture de la paix et a permis à l'Afrique de capitaliser sur une quête 
collective de recherche de solutions durables aux conflits.

On peut remarquer deux faiblesse majeures, identifiées par l'International Peace 
Academy : le manque de consensus pour 3 raisons : la prolifération des conflits; les 
influences  extra-africaines;  et  l'absence  d'un  cadre  des  normes  et  valeurs 
communes;  ainsi  l'OUA restait  en  marge  des  conflits  à  cause  des  contraintes 
organisationnelles  et  financières  et  la  souveraineté  nationale  entravait  une 
intervention de l'OUA dans les conflits internes.20

En quoi la gestion de la conflictualité influe sur la coopération entre les différents 
niveaux de la sécurité collective?  

A. L'integration economique: garante de la sécurité régionale

«  Le commerce,  que  ce  soit  au  sein  du  continent  ou  avec  le  reste  du  monde,  
demeure un facteur essentiel susceptible de contribuer à relever les défis auxquels  
l’Afrique est confrontée. Ainsi l’intégration régionale est apparue comme le cadre  
idéal  pour  éliminer  les  obstacles  qui  entravent  les  échanges  intra-africains  et  
internationaux »21

La paix et  la  sécurité deviennent alors des conditions préalables  à l’intégration 
régionale économique.  Mais comment faire face aux 51 conflits dans le monde, 
dont 21 sont comptabilisés sur le continent africain, et parfois deux conflits sur le 
même territoire, par exemple en Éthiopie, au Nigeria et au Soudan? 22

Alors que l’OUA et l’ONU ne disposent pour intervenir ni des capacités suffisantes
pour  la  première  ni  d’une  volonté  politique  pour  la  deuxième;  les  CER23 se 
démarquent  par  leur  engagement  dans  la  gestion  des  conflits.  A l’image  de  la 
Communauté économique des États d’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEDEAO), engagée au 
Liberia (août 1990-octobre 1999), en Sierra Leone (février 1998-mars 2000) et en 

18 This is the integral texte of the President's speech given at the 5th CMES Security Forum on January 25 in Marrakech, Morocco.
19  Ellen Wasylina is founder and President of the Observatory of the Black, Gulf, and Mediterranean Seas. 
20 http://www.operationspaix.net/DATA/DOCUMENT/5763~v~Le_Conseil_de_paix_et_de_securite_de_l__8217Union_africaine_clef
_d__8217une_nouvelle_architecture_de_stabilite_en_Afrique__.pdf
21

 État de l'intégration régionale en Afrique II : rationalisation des Communautés économiques régionales, Nations Unies, 
Commission économique pour l'Afrique, Union africaine. Addis-Abeba, Commission économique pour l'Afrique, 2006, p. xv.
22  http://acd.iiss.org/en/conflicts?tags=5DD93BC29727494A8A233747F6B97624    : Angola, Burundi, Centrafrique, République du 

Centrafrique, Tchad, Congo-Brazzaville, Côte d'Ivoire, RDC, Érythrée- Éthiopie, Éthiopie, Kenya, Liberia, Namibie, Nigeria 
Delta, Nigeria (ethno-religieuse), Rwanda, Sénégal, Sierra Leone, Somalie, Soudan du Sud, Soudan(Darfour).  

23  Communautés économiques régionales 
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BOOK REVIEW 
by Nathan Sautreuil

Passion Arabe
 

Journal 2011-2013 / Gilles Kepel
Gallimard, 2013, 479 p.

Having been the heart of the news for three years, the political upheavals resulting from 
the Arab Spring are now the subjects of an abundant literature and Passion arabe, Gilles 
Kepel’s latest book, stands out. Islamic and Arab world scholar and Senior Fellow of the 
Institut  Universitaire  de  France,  Gilles  Kepel  created  and  headed  the  Arabic  Studies 
Department of Sciences-Po Paris. Unlike his previous books, Passion arabe, as the title  
suggests,  is  not  a  cold  scientific  analysis. Kepel  attempts  to  put  into  perspective  his 
analysis of the current situation in the Arab world through his past perceptions from his 
first trip in the summer of 1974 and with his later experiences on the ground. Gilles Kepel 
combines political and sociological approaches with the eyesight of a traveller, sharpened 
by 40 years of peregrinations and hundreds of meetings, readings, and interviews. 

The  journal  starts  in  March  2011,  during  a  trip  in  Palestine  and  Israel,  and  ends 
clandestinely in October 2012 in Khirbet-al-Joz, among the ruins of the Syrian Civil War. 
Gilles  Kepel  interviews  actors  in  the  whole  political  spectrum:  young  revolutionaries, 
intellectuals,  military  personnel,  ministers,  salafists,  jihadists,  and  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood.  From  these  conservations  their  strategies,  communication  tools,  and 
evolving hard line emerges. Over the course of the book, the socio-political similarities 
and differences of the Arabic countries come to light.

On  the  backdrop  of  Qatari,  Saudi,  and  Turkish  regional  power  struggles,  the  author 
highlights the soft diplomacy conducted by Doha by tracing its effects through its support  
to the Muslim Brotherhood in each country. The revolts turned out to be a fantastic bargain 
for  Qatar  and  its  local  allies,  considering  the  decomposition  of  the  Arabic  left-wing 
movement.  While  the  political  life  of  the  1950’s  and  60’s  was  dominated  by  Arabic 
nationalism,  from  the  1970’s  it  was  frozen  by  decades  of  dictatorship.  The  popular 
uprising of recent years has reshuffled the cards, and the political game today tends to be  
shaped around Islamist forces.   

The book is comprised of fourteen chapters that detail the political landscape of twelve 
countries (Palestine, Israel, Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Oman, Yemen, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia,  Lebanon,  Turkey,  and Syria).  Each chapter  is  a  dive into the  society and the  
political mechanisms of that specific country. Even if the chapters remain rich in detail, the 
sections regarding Egypt and Tunisia may be diluted by all of the information available 
and analysis omnipresent in the media. The book takes its right size and interest, as the  
author  approaches  the  situation  in  countries  with  less  media  coverage  such  as  Oman, 
Yemen, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, or Lebanon. For the sake of not looking superificial, 
Gilles  Kepel  bets  that  by revealing  anecdotes,  memories,  and  by using  an  emotional 
approach, his readers will feel the pulse of the Arab world, and his «arab passion». 
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SUPPORT OBGMS

OBGMS,  a  non-profit  organisation  (une  association  1901),  is  seeking  
partnerships,  sponsorships with  and  from people  and  companies  that  
embrace our vision, our mission and  our work.

PERSONAL DONATION.   Your  personal  donation  is  tax  deductible  the 
following fiscal year up to 66% of the donation and limited to 20% of your 
taxable revenue.  If your donation exceeds 20% of your taxable income, you 
can apply this excedant over five years.

En tant particulier, votre don ouvre droit à une réduction du montant de l'impôt  
sur le revenu dû l'année suivante, à hauteur de 66% de la valeur du don, dans  
la limite de 20% du revenu imposable.

CORPORATE DONATION.  Your corporate donation is tax deductible of up 
to 60% of its value, limited to 0.5% of income before taxes.

En tant qu'entreprise, votre don ouvre droit à une réduction d'impôt égale à  
60% de la valeur du don, pris dans la limite de 0,5% du chiffre d'affaires hors  
taxes (CGI, art.238 bis). 

In  order  for  your  company  to  be  listed  as  a  sponsor  or  to  insert  an  
advertisement in Issue n°2 , Spring/Summer 2014, please go to our website to  
fill out the necessary forms :  http://obgms.org/geostrategic-maritime-review/ .  
Please  send  all  required  information  to  secretaire@obgms.org  before 
December 31st, 2013.

Thank you for supporting the Observatory of the Black, Gulf and 
Mediterranean Seas.
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